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CAPE TOWN HOME
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An exotic 

From a formidable 

challenge, this Cape 

Town property became 

an inviting home, thanks 

to interior designer  

Lei Lester

TOUCH 

The colour scheme in the living 

room is largely muted, in contrast 

to the bedrooms. Colour accents  

are provided by the scatter cushions 

from Weylandts.
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WHO LIVES HERE

A UK-based couple, who turned 

this property into their home 

from home.

THE HOUSE

A four en-suite bedroom house 

in Oranjezicht, Cape Town, 

with spacious open-plan living, 

kitchen and dining areas, a guest 

cloakroom and a laundry.  �

The practical yet glamorous kitchen was 

designed by Lei Lester and features Caesarstone 

countertops. The rustic pendants are from 

Pilgrimage Spaces and the bar stools from Dark Horse. 
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L
ooking at this house today, with 

its exuberance of colour and 

established air, you’d be hard-

pressed to imagine its earlier 

incarnation, a mere year ago. Then 

it was not only a shell of a building, 

but it occupied a piece of land that 

was difficult to develop, requiring 

excavation, levelling, reshaping – a 

massive project that only a dreamer 

could envision.

Fortunately for the UK-based owner 

and her husband, interior designer 

Lei Lester is just such a dreamer. A 

colleague recommended her when the 

couple were looking for someone to run 

the project while they were overseas 

for the European summer. They had 

already chosen a builder and project 

manager, and plans had been approved.

Now they needed a designer to run 

the aesthetic side of the four-bedroom 

rebuild for themselves and their  

two toddlers.

Experienced in managing projects 

across countries and budgets, Lei was 

a sound choice. This commission, 

however, represented one of her more 

engrossing challenges. Undeterred by 

the difficulties inherent in the site, she 

literally dug in – during a landscaping 

process that took some eight months. 

The whole garden was literally built into 

the side of the mountain, necessitating 

major excavation work to remove 

boulders, trees and excess soil.

Once the site was ready, Lei turned 

her attention to the interior. Because 

the owners were overseas for most of the 

time, that work had to be handled long-

distance through Skype calls and the 

exchange of “a million voice notes”.  

Lei was tasked with choosing all the  � 

THIS PAGE, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  The 

wall-mounted baskets, from LIM, and 

sideboard, from Monsoon Trading, reflect 

the eclectic taste of the much-travelled 

owners.  The Indian prints from 

Pilgrimage Spaces are an effective 

counterpoint to the sleek furniture.
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The dining room table and chairs  

(from the owner’s London home) and 

an array of artworks and greenery 

contribute to the exotic look. The 

ornate light fitting is from Weylandts.
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THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP:  The headboard in the master bedroom was made from antique panels from India. The light 

fittings from KNUS and the throw on the bed from Pilgrimage Spaces finish the look.  There’s a tropical feel in the bathroom, which 

is separated from the bedroom by folding shutters from Plantation Shutters.  The earthy theme is carried through by the vanity from 

Luxury Living Direct and the herringbone-patterned tiles from Union Tiles.
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fixtures and finishes, and furnishing 

the entire home. She oversaw all joinery 

work, kitchen features, lighting, taps 

and bathroom fittings, wallpaper, plants 

and window treatments – “right down 

to the cake forks”. 

A bonus was that the owner had 

great ideas of her own, shaped by her 

extensive international travels, and 

the collaboration was successful and 

mutually satisfying. Lei loved how 

daring the owner was prepared to 

be and the fact that she – like Lei – 

appreciated decor elements from a global 

perspective. “She did not have average 

taste,” says Lei. “She pushed it a bit.” 

Today the house consists of a spacious 

open-plan living, kitchen and dining 

area, a guest cloakroom, a laundry,  

and four en suite bedrooms (one is 

currently used as a study). The aim was 

for the home to have a touch of  

the exotic, as well as to be warmly 

inviting. This effect has been achieved 

through the judicious selection of a wide 

range of items, many imported from 

Morocco and India. Lei scoured her 

antiques sources, constantly looking for 

quirky pieces that could give the home a 

unique interest. 

Alongside the elements of texture, 

pattern, print and material – which 

here are fresh and unexpected – the 

contribution of colour is a powerful, 

integral feature. Despite the disparate 

elements, there’s a seamless coherence to 

the whole.

And that garden? Today it shows 

little evidence of its past. An outdoor 

terrace makes the most of the space, 

with the majestic mountains providing a 

dramatic backdrop.

“This house is why I do what I do: 

working with interesting clients, with 

a sense of style, who understand good 

functional design,” says Lei. 

It’s a striking house, speaking of 

exotic worlds beyond Cape Town,  

yet it remains an entirely liveable  

family home.  �

THIS PAGE, FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:  The sleek black basin in the bathroom, from Cape Plumbing and Bathroom Supplies, is offset by 

textured bamboo bins and a handwoven rug.  A moody sea-green wallpaper by Cara Saven Wall Design creates a relaxing 

atmosphere in one of the bedrooms.


