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68m2 APARTMENT
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By turning a 1970’s apartment into a single space,  

the owner transformed it into a stylish, modern inner-

city pad that makes the most of the views

M
ost people would never 

have considered this tiny 

10th-floor apartment in an 

unprepossessing building 

in Cape Town’s city centre, but not 

Marco Simal. Having just returned 

to South Africa after completing his 

masters in industrial design in Milan, 

the entrepreneur behind brands such 

as MotherCityHardware, Tiny 

Empire and Good Leaf immediately 

saw its potential. 

“When you entered the apartment, 

all you saw was a wall,” explains Marco. 

“But, once you were in the living room,  

you could see the amazing view up Wale 

Street to Signal Hill.”

As the Iziko Museum and the historic 

slave quarters are next door, Marco 

knew that nothing would be built in 

front to block the view. The apartment 

THIS SPREAD, CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE LEFT:  As Marco’s main aim was to make the most of the city view up Wale Street to 

Signal Hill, he kept the  space in front of the sliding doors to the balcony relatively free of furniture.  In the living room, shelving 

from James Mudge, an easy chair from Chair Crazy, a coffee table from Xandre Kriel and an artwork by John Murray complement the 

contemporary space.  The balcony, a north-facing sun trap, is furnished with a deck chair from Lona and a wall-hung plant holder. 

 Designer Marco Simal. 

Point of
VIEW

WHO LIVES HERE

International traveller and 

designer Marco Simal.

THE APARTMENT

A single room with open-plan 

living, kitchen and dining 

areas, a glass-walled bedroom 

and balcony.
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also had a very intimate connection with 

the city, from the sounds of the street to 

the crickets chirruping in the Company 

Gardens. “My intention was to let the 

apartment out when I’m not there,” he 

says. “So from the start, I wanted to  

give it a pared-down, masculine hotel-

room look.”

As you entered there was a kitchen on 

the right and a bathroom on the left, 

with the living area directly in front. 

To open up the view, Marco broke 

down all the walls and turned the  ��



THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:  The kitchen is at the far end of the apartment. The dining table is from Gregor Jenkin and 

the chairs from Pedrali.  To ensure that the bedroom also benefits from the view, Marco surrounded it with steel-framed glass 

walls.  A bench in the entrance hall provides a useful surface for bags and keys.
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apartment into one single space. As a 

result, it has an almost square shape and 

not the usual rectangular, tunnel-like 

layout of many apartments. He gutted 

the kitchen and moved it to the front 

of the apartment. The sink was tucked 

behind the bathroom wall and Marco 

placed a freestanding kitchen cooker 

unit from his MotherCityHardware 

range against the adjacent wall. “A lot 

can be done in small spaces,” he says, 

“but you need to find clever places to 

hide things like the dishwasher, the 

plumbing and the fuse box.”

To ensure that the bedroom, which 

replaced the original kitchen, has a view, 

Marco enclosed it with steel-framed glass 

walls. Curtains can be drawn at night to 

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  The kitchen sink was placed in an alcove that 

steals space from the bathroom. The marble splashback is from WOMAG.  The bed is 

dressed with linen from Country Road at Woolworths. The art work is by Nico Krijno and 

the bedside table is from MotherCityHardware.  The hand basin from Still Bathrooms 

adds a sculptural element to the bathroom and takes up little space.

darken and screen the room. The sliding 

doors onto the balcony shut out the noise 

of traffic – and those crickets.

“After several years in Italy, it was 

wonderful to have my own space and 

to be able to accumulate stuff, although 

I don’t like clutter,” says Marco. He 

furnished the apartment with a stylish 

collection of local and international 

pieces including a Gregor Jenkin steel 

dining table, Japanese-designed dining 

chairs from Pedrali, James Mudge 

shelving and a sofa from Ikea. 

“I looked at all sorts of sofas,” he 

recalls, “but none of them would fit into 

the lift, so eventually I chose this one, 

because it’s modular and can be split into 

separate units.”  


